
 
 

 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

   

It is with immense pleasure that I present to you the first volume of the Newsletter of 

the Biological Society (BIOSOC), Department of Botany, University of Jaffna . This 

publication marks a significant milestone in our journey, serving not only as a platform to 
showcase the academic and creative endeavors of our students but also as a chronicle of 

the remarkable activities and achievements of BIOSOC throughout this year.  

I am especially delighted to release this inaugural edition in the Golden Jubilee year of 

the University of Jaffna and the Faculty of Science , a moment that proudly reflects five 

decades of academic excellence and commitment to scientific advancement.  

I extend my heartfelt congratulations to all contributors whose commitment and creativity 

have made this publication a reality. It is my sincere hope that this newsletter will continue 

to thrive in the years ahead, becoming a lasting tradition that inspire s, informs, and 

documents the vibrant journey of our society.  

 

Newsletter %óøăþāˑĂ .þăô 

 

Patron  Prof. E. C. Jeyaseelan 

Head of the Department  

President  Miss. B. Gowsiya  

Vice President  Mr. S. Sivaluckshan  

Secretary  Miss. C. Keziah  

Assistant Secretary  Miss. P. Nadini  

Senior Treasurer  Dr. (Mrs.) T. C. Jeyaseelan  

(Senior Lecturer)  

Junior Treasurer  Miss. T. Sarujah  

Editor  Miss.R.M.S.Sansala   

Newsletter Editor  Mr. S. Sivaluckshan  

Committee Members  Miss. P. Kijahny  

Miss. R.M.C. Lukshika  

Mr. M. U. G. Lakshitha  

Miss. P. Rithujah  

Mr.S. Rumesh  

 

Biological Society  

Department of Botany, University of Jaffna.  

-S.Sivaluckshan - 

Email Id:  

facebook.com/BIOSOC.UOJ 

Facebook Page: 

biosoc@univ.jfn.ac.lk  



 
 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 

Message from the Patron 

It is a great pleasure to contribute a message to the inaugural newsletter of the BIOSOC, Department 

of Botany, Faculty of Science, University of Jaffna. This first issue stands as a testament to the 

dedication and enthusiasm of our students who, alongside their academic commitments, have devoted 

considerable time and energy to the growth of the Society. Their efforts are truly commendable and 

will undoubtedly contribute to both their personal and professional development. The members of 

BIOSOC have undertaken several valuable initiatives during this academic year. This newsletter brings 

together a record of those activities, along with student write-ups on current scientific developments 

and an account of the achievements of both present members and alumni. Such initiatives are a clear 

reflection of the creativity, teamwork, and leadership qualities of our students. 

 
I wish to express my sincere appreciation to the President, Secretary, and all active members of 

BIOSOC for their tireless efforts in making these endeavors a success. Their dedication is 

praiseworthy, and I trust that this publication will inspire future committees to build upon these 

foundations and carry the Society forward with even greater impact. 

 

I extend my best wishes to BIOSOC for the success of this inaugural newsletter and for all its future 

activities. 

 

Prof. E. C. Jeyaseelan 

Patron, BIOSOC 

Head, Department of Botany. 

Message from the Dean 

It gives me great pleasure to note that the Biological Society (BIOSOC) of the Department of Botany 

is bringing out its inaugural newsletter. This publication is a fitting testament to the energy, enthusiasm, 

and creativity of our students. It is heartening to see their active engagement in diverse activities, 

ranging from outreach programmes such as school science workshops and plant sales, to documenting 

student and alumni achievements, and reflecting on recent scientific advancements. 

 

As Dean of the Faculty of Science, I am pleased to have supported the initiatives of BIOSOC. I wish 

to commend the leadership of the President and Secretary, and I am particularly grateful for the 

dedicated guidance of the Senior Treasurer and the support of the Head of the Department. Their 

commitment has been pivotal in ensuring the success of these endeavours. 

 

I am confident that this newsletter will not only capture the highlights of the past year but also serve 

as a source of inspiration for future members to uphold the Societyôs tradition of active learning, 

teamwork, and service to the community. I extend my sincere best wishes to BIOSOC for continued 

success in the years. 

 

Prof. P. Ravirajan 

Dean, Faculty of Science, 

University of Jaffna. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Message from Dean & Patron 



 
 

Message from the Senior Treasurer 

It gives me great pleasure to extend my warmest greetings to the BIOSOC on the launch of its very 

first newsletter, Volume I. This marks a significant milestone in the journey of our society, reflecting 

the enthusiasm, creativity, and dedication of our students in promoting knowledge and awareness 

in the field of biological sciences. The newsletter serves not only as a platform to showcase student 

writing, outreach activities, and innovative ideas, but also as a living record of the passion and 

commitment that drive our young scholars. From school science programs to plant sales and other 

community engagements, these initiatives embody the true spirit of service and learning, where 

knowledge extends beyond the classroom and benefits society at large. 

 

As the Senior Treasurer, I am proud to witness the efforts of our students in bringing this vision to 

life. I firmly believe that this initiative will inspire curiosity, strengthen scientific communication 

skills, and foster a culture of collaboration and responsibility among our students. I extend my 

heartfelt congratulations to the editor, the contributors, and all those who have supported the 

successful birth of this newsletter. May Volume I be the beginning of a tradition that grows stronger 

with each passing year, carrying forward the mission of BIOSOC to ignite minds, cultivate 

leadership, and celebrate the wonders of biology. 

 

I wish the Biological Society every success in all its future endeavors. 

 

Dr. (Mrs.) Tharmila C. Jeyaseelan 

Senior Treasurer,  BIOSOC 

Senior Lecturer, Department of Botany. 

Message from President & Secretary   

It is with great pleasure that we present the first volume of the BIOSOC newsletter. This publication 

reflects the dedication, achievements, and creativity of our members, while also serving as a 

platform to share knowledge and experiences from the world of biology. 

 

This inaugural issue brings together the events and outreach activities carried out during the year, 

along with the contributions and accomplishments of our members and alumni. As a society, our 

vision is to inspire curiosity, promote a culture of research, and build a strong academic and social 

network among students. 

 

We take this opportunity to sincerely thank our Patron and Senior Treasurer for their continuous 

guidance and support for all our programmes. We extend our heartfelt gratitude to all academic staff 

of the Department of Botany and to all other contributors for their valuable support, as well as to 

our members for their enthusiasm and commitment. Together, we will continue to grow, achieve, 

and inspire. 

 

B. Gowsiya & C. Keziah 

President & Secretary   

BIOSOC-2025 

Department of Botany. 

 

  

Message from Senior Treasurer, President & Secretary 



 
 

 

 

 

 

  

A Biology Education Program aimed at promoting STEM learning was successfully held on 24th 

January 2025, from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., at Chavakachcheri Hindu College. The program focused 

on Type 2 schools in the Thenmaradchi Zone and brought together 86 students and 14 teachers 

from 19 schools. Students were introduced to fundamental concepts in plant biology and 

microbiology in an engaging and interactive way. The event was organized by BIOSOC with the 

support of the Norwegian Directorate for Higher Education and Skills under the HRNCET 2.0 project.  

We gratefully acknowledge the guidance of the  Patron and the Senior Treasurer, whose advice and 

support were invaluable. Appreciation is also extended to the members of the Biological Society, 

especially the 3M and 4M students who served as junior resource persons, and to the non-academic 

staff for their assistance in ensuring the smooth conduct of the program. We are also thankful to 

the Zonal Director of Education ς Thenmaradchi and the Provincial Director of Education ς Jaffna 

for granting permission to conduct the program, as well as to the Principal of Chavakachcheri Hindu 

College for providing the venue and necessary support. The program was a resounding success, 

sparking curiosity and cultivating an interest in biology and STEM education among the young 

participants. 



 
 

A practical demonstration session was conducted for A/L Biology stream students of 

/ƘǳƴŘǳƪǳƭƛ DƛǊƭǎΩ {ŎƘƻƻƭΣ WŀŦŦƴŀΣ ƻƴ нфǘƘ aŀȅ нлнрΣ ŦǊƻƳ фΦлл ŀΦƳΦ ǘƻ мΦлл ǇΦƳΦ A total 

of 40 students participated in the session. Demonstration was done by 3M and 4M 

students of the Department of Botany. The program focused on sections of A/L Plant 

Science, Microbiology, and Molecular Biology.  

The sessions gave students valuable hands-on exposure to essential laboratory 

techniques while strengthening their understanding of fundamental biological concepts. 

The event concluded successfully with enthusiastic student participation and highly 

positive feedback. 

The BIOSOC gratefully acknowledges the Head of the Department of Botany for 

facilitating the necessary arrangements and the Senior Treasurer for her guidance in 

shaping the program. Special thanks are extended to the dedicated members who led 

the demonstration and contributed to making the event a success. 

 

 

  



 
 

 

The BIOSOC, in collaboration with the Career Guidance Cell, University of Jaffna, organized a 

workshop on Effective CV Preparation on 4th June 2025, from 1.30 p.m. to 3.30 p.m., at Lab 1, 

Computer Unit. A total of 32 participants attended the session, including third- and fourth-year 

students, demonstrators, assistant lecturers, and laboratory assistants. The workshop was 

coordinated by Dr. (Ms) N. Krishnapillai and conducted by Mr. S. Anurakavan, Manager, UBL, 

who shared his expertise and practical insights on preparing strong and effective CVs. 

The session covered key areas such as formatting tips, tailoring CVs to specific roles, avoiding 

common mistakes, and analyzing real-life examples. Participants also had the opportunity to 

receive practical guidance on refining their own CVs to strengthen their career prospects. 

The program concluded successfully with positive feedback. Participants appreciated the 

relevance of the content and the practicality of the skills gained, which they found highly useful 

for their further career development. BIOSOC extends its sincere thanks to Dr. (Ms) N. 

Krishnapillai for coordinating the program and Mr. S. Anurakavan for conducting the session and 

sharing his valuable expertise. 

 

 



 
 

BIOSOC successfully organized an inter-level quiz competition for undergraduate students on 22nd July 

2025 at the 1B Lecture Hall. The event was designed to foster academic engagement and promote 

knowledge-sharing among students across different levels of study. A total of 33 students registered, 

and 22 actively participated, representing Levels 1 to 3. The quiz covered a wide range of topics, 

including plant science, general life sciences, and recent scientific advancements. The competition was 

well-received by both students and staff, reflecting the enthusiasm and academic curiosity of the 

participants. 

An awards ceremony was held the following day, 23rd July 2025, at the Seminar Hall, NSB II, with the 

presence of academic staff and fellow students. The winners were: 

ü First Place: Miss J. Vishakka Millenniya (Level 1G) 

ü Second Place: Mr. K. Poojithan (Level 1G) 

ü Third Place: Miss S. Vithursha (Level 3M) 

 

The Biological Society extends its sincere appreciation to the academic staff, organizing committee, and 

student volunteers for their support. BIOSOC looks forward to conducting such events in the future to 

further enrich the learning environment. 

 

   



 
 

A Mangrove Awareness Program for school students was conducted on 26th July 2025,  

from 7.30 a.m. to 10.30 a.m., at the Mandaittivu mangrove area. The event was organized 

by the Future Environmental Club in collaboration with BIOSOC to mark the International 

Day for the Conservation of the Mangrove Ecosystem. A total of 70 students participated in 

the program, which aimed to raise awareness on the ecological significance of mangroves 

and highlight their role in coastal protection and biodiversity conservation. The initiative 

provided students with valuable insights into the urgent need for mangrove protection and 

concluded successfully, inspiring participants to actively contribute towards safeguarding 

natural ecosystems. Notably, this event received recognition in local newspapers and 

online media, further highlighting its importance and impact within the community. 

The BIOSOC extends its sincere thanks to the Future Environmental Club for organizing this 

event, to the Head of the Department for providing this opportunity, and to the Senior 

Treasurer and  Dr. A. Vengadaramana for accompanying the visit and offering their 

guidance.  

 

   



 
 

A seminar for A/L Biology stream students of Kokuvil Hindu College, Jaffna, was 

conducted on 12th August 2025 from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. The programme was 

organized by the Kokuvil Hindu College Old Boys (1995 batch) with academic 

guidance provided by BIOSOC. A total of 30 students took part in the sessions. The 

seminar covered key areas of A/L Biology, including Molecular Biology, Plant 

Physiology, Genetics, and Microbiology. Each section was delivered through 

interactive discussions with a strong focus on practical applications to strengthen 

ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǳŀƭ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀƛƳŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜƛƴŦƻǊŎŜ ŎƻǊŜ 

concepts, support exam preparation, and encourage critical thinking in the 

biological sciences. 

In addition, students gained hands-on exposure, which added significant value to 

their learning experience. The BIOSOC gratefully acknowledges the generous 

support of the Old Boys, whose contribution made the programme a success. 

 

  

 


